Chinese Art: From the Bronze Age to the People’s Republic

Guide to Pronouncing Chinese
There are two accepted systems of transliterating: Chinese the Wade-Giles and Pinyin systems.
We will be using Pinyin whenever possible. But it is important to be somewhat familiar with both
because some of the readings use Wade-Giles.
Pinyin (Wade-Giles)
Q (Ch”) — Qi (Ch’1) is pronounced “chee”
X (hs or ssh) - xi (hsi) is pronounced “shee”
D (t) — Dao (tao) is pronounced as “dow”
Zh (ch — no apostrophe) — Pronounced as a hard J so zhou (chou) is pronounced “Joe”
Zhi (chih) — is pronounced “jer”
Shi (shih) — pronounced “sher”
Ri (rih) — is pronounced “er”
Chi (ch’ih) — pronounced “ch+er”
C (ts”) — cai (ts’ai) is pronounced “ts+eye”
A (a) — “ah”
Ao (a0) — “ow” - Mao is pronounced “M-+ow”
lu (iu) — “yo” - niu is pronounced “nyo”
Ang (ang) — “ahng” — wang is pronounced “wahng”
Ong (ung) — “ohng”
Eng (eng) — pronounced “ung” — deng (teng) is pronounced “dung”
En (en) — “un”
Un (un) — is pronounced as “oon” with the double “0” like the English “book”
le (ie) — pronounced “yeh” — “lie” is pronounced “lyeh”

Ei (ei) — “ay” — bei is pronounced “bay”
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Timeline:
Xia Dynasty(?) 2100-1600 BCE
Shang Dynasty 1600-1046 BCE
Zhou Dynasty 1046 -256 BCE
Warring States Period
Qin Dynasty 221-206 BCE
Han Dynasty 206 BCE -220 CE
Period of Disunity (Three Kingdoms Six Dynasties) 220-581
Northern Wei 386-534
Sui Dynasty 581-618
Tang Dynasty 618-907
5 Dynasties 10 Kingdoms Period 907-960
Song Dynasty 960-1279
Northern Song 960-1126
Southern Song and Jin Empire 1127-1279
Yuan Dynasty 1271-1368
Ming Dynasty 1368-1644
Qing Dynasty 1644-1911
Republic of China 1912-1949

People’s Republic of China 1949-present



